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Fun, engaging games to play with just a set of pictures, target words, or target 

sounds to help develop speech – collated by S.McLeod (Dover STLS) 
 

• Hide the pictures around the room to find and say out loud… hide n seek key word items 

• Spread the pictures out on the floor - throw a beanbag or rolled up sock and say the word 

that the bean bag lands on 

• Spread pictures of target words and sounds around outdoor area, and use space hoppers 

to travel between – say the word/sound as reached 

• Put the pictures in a ‘mystery’ bag with some other motivational toys… take turns to 

choose item from bag 

• What’s in the box? using objects that have target words/sounds/phrases 

• ‘Kim’s game’ Place 4-5 pictures on the table. With the children’s eyes closed, take one 

away, which one has gone? 

• Spread the pictures across the floor (or even one on each stair), jump from one to the 

other and say the words as they go. 

• Stick the pictures up around the room. Say a word, all run to the one you said.  Then ask 

the children which picture they ran to.  Encourage the children to give instructions to do 

the running…. 

• If you have two sets of pictures, play a game of memory pairs. Use 6 or so pairs of pictures, 

mix them up and spread them out face down on the table.  Take turns to turn over two 

pictures and say them.  If they are the same, keep them.  If they are different, turn them 

back over.  The winner is the one with the most pairs. 

• Lay several pictures out on the table. Describe one of them and see if they can tell you 

which one you were talking about. 

• Find a soft indoor ball and a bucket or bin. Ask to say a word and then throw the ball into 

the bucket/bin.  Older children often enjoy moving the bucket a little further away each 

time and seeing if they can still get the ball in – or skittles/bulldog clips offer a different 

twist – or ‘Puff ball’ knockout games 

 

 

 

 

• For a child who likes cars, lay out a long line of pictures like a road (or a track for a train), 

encourage driving their favourite vehicle over the cars and say the words as it is driven 

over them. 

• Buy a small magnet and make a fishing rod with a stick and a piece of string. Attach paper 

clips to the pictures and “fish” for the words. 
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 ‘Board’ games - Any simple turn-taking game can be good to make speech work more interesting.  

It needs to be a game with short turns to that you spend more time practising than you do 

focussed on the game.  The idea is that whatever game you’re using, you ask the child to say their 

word, sentence or string of words/ sounds before they take a turn.  Some game ideas that children 

of different ages enjoy: 
 

 

 

 

 

Snap, Lotto and Zingo are engaging games that provide repeated opportunities to model, hear 

and say the target words 
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