
Education, Health & Care (EHC) Needs 
Assessment / Statutory Assessment  



SEN Support (K) 
• Most children with Special Educational Needs 

(SEN) will have their needs met through Quality 
First Teaching and Mainstream Core Standards

• Some C/YP may require SEN Support. 

• This involves the 4-Stage-Cycle (sometimes 
referred to as The Graduated Approach); where 
parents/carers and pupils work with schools to 
explore, agree and review the provision together.

• Schools can also access Specialist advice and 
support, via the Local Offer. 

• Students do not need a diagnosis or an EHC Plan 
for schools to access this support. 



What support is 
available within 
our Local Offer? 



Local Offer 

Inclusion and  Attendance Adviser (PIAS)

SEND Inclusion Adviser 

High Needs Funding / SENIF 

Inclusion Forum Team (LIFT) 

Specialist Teaching Service (STLS) 

Kent Educational Psychology Service (KEPS)

Pupil Referral Unit 

Kent Health Needs (Rosewood School) 

Alterative Curriculum Placement (e.g. Woodpecker Court)

Portage (Pre-School) 

Virtual School Kent (VSK) 

Early Help

Social Services

Community Paediatrician 

Physiotherapists

CAMHS

Speech and Language Therapists (SALT) 

School Nursing Team

Occupational Therapists (OT)

IASK 



What is the purpose of an EHC Needs Assessment? 

Helps identify the 
Education, Health and 
Care needs which are 

making it difficult for a 
C/YP to learn. 

This information-
gathering will identify 
the support / provision 
required to meet those 

needs. 

It is the first step in 
getting an EHC Plan. 



EHC Needs Assessment Threshold: 

• Section 36 (8) Children and Families Act, 2014 states: 

The Act is saying that an EHC Needs Assessment may be 
needed if the support for a C/YP goes beyond the 
resources normally available to a setting for SEN Support. 

Chapter 9 of the SEN 
Code of Practice 

gives further 
guidance of the EHC 
Needs Assessment 

processes. 



Deciding whether to proceed with assessment: 

The SEND Code of Practice states that, when a Local Authority receives a request for 
an EHC Needs Assessment, they should consider: 

* Academic attainment and rate of progress

* Whether, where progress has been made, it has only been as the result of 
intervention and support, over and above what is usually provided.

* The nature and extent of SEN.

* The action already being taken by the setting.

* Physical, emotional and social development and health needs, and what has 
been done to meet these.

* If a young person is aged over 18, the Local Authority must consider whether 
the young person requires additional time, in comparison to the majority of others 
of the same age, who do not have Special Educational Needs, to complete their 
education or training.

Paragraph 9.14, SEN Code 
of Practice (2015). 



Who can 
request an 
EHC Needs 
Assessment? 

• The child’s parent or someone with parental 
responsibility.  

• A young person between the ages of 16-25 years.

• The educational setting.

SEND Code of Practice  2015, Paragraph 9.8. 

• In additional, anyone else can bring a child or young 
person who has (or may have) SEN to the attention of the 
local authority. 

o This could include, for example, foster carers, health and 
social care professionals, early years practitioners, youth 
offending teams or probation services, those responsible 
for education in custody, school or college staff, or a 
family friend.

• SEND Code of Practice  2015, Paragraph 9.9. 



How can you request an 
EHC Needs Assessment? 

• https://www.kelsi.org.uk/speci
al-education-needs/special-
educational-needs/education,-
health-and-care/Education-
Health-and-Care-EHC-Needs-
Assessments-requests



How can you request an EHC Needs Assessment? 









• Year 8 students







Why might the LA refuse to carry 
out an EHC Needs Assessment? 



Why might the LA refuse to carry out an EHC Needs Assessment? 

The LA has not been given enough information to judge whether the child or 
young person is making progress. 

The setting could do more, by utilising the Local Offer, to assess and or meet the 
child’s SEN. 

The LA may feel that advice or support from a specialist service is just beginning, 
and would like to allow time to assess the impact of this intervention. 

The LA may feel that the child's needs can be reasonably met within the 
resources available to schools at a SEN Support level. 



Time Frame of Whole Assessment Process: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

LA informs parents/carers or the Young 
Person as to whether they are going to 
carry out an EHC Needs Assessment. 

Parents have the right to appeal the decision. 
A Ways Forward meeting maybe offered. 

Weeks 1-6: LA looks at 
evidence received so far 
(from parents/carers and 
school), and decides 
whether or not to carry out 
an EHC Needs Assessment. 

The whole process should be completed within 20 weeks. 

Weeks 7-16: Assessment and Evidence-
gathering from Education, Health and 
Social Care is carried out. 

16 weeks: LA will review 
the evidence of the 
assessment and decide 
whether or not to issue a 
plan. 

If they LA decides not to issue a plan, 
parents have the right to appeal. 

Weeks 17-20: The 
EHC Plan is 
drafted and 
parents can make 
a request for a 
particular school 
to be named in 
the final plan. 

EHCP must 
be finalised 

and sent 
out. 

Request is 
made for 
EHC Needs 
Assessment 



Finalising the Plan: 
The last 4 weeks of the 20 week process 

17 18 19 20

Draft plan issued. 
Parents and carers need to read it and check they are 

happy with the contents. They have 15 days to do this. 
Parents / carers can request a school. 

LA will consult with the setting that parents/carers 
have named. 

That setting has 15 days to go through the information 
about the child and decide if their setting can meet 

needs. 

EHC Plan finalised 
and sent. 

Parents / Carers 
have the right to 

appeal.

If the LA decides that the child 
or young person needs an EHC 
Plan, then parents and carers 

should receive the draft plan by 
week 17. 

Once parents/carers receive the 
draft plan, they have 15 days to 

go through it and decide 
whether they are happy with it.  
Families can contact IASK if they 

would like help with this. 

In the draft plan, Section I 
(placement) is left blank.  This is 
so parents / carers can say which 

setting they would like. 



Consultations: 

Children and Families Act, Part 3 (CFA 2014) Section 33, says that Local Authorities must 
name a mainstream school or mainstream post-16 institution in the Plan, unless that 
would be incompatible with, either:

• The wishes of the child’s parents or young person, or;

• The provision of efficient education for others.

“Efficient education” doesn’t mean the “gold standard” of education. 

The LA will have to show that the other children in the class would not receive “a suitable, 
appropriate education in terms of their age, ability, aptitude and any special educational 
needs they may have” (SEND Code of Practice, ‘COP’, paragraph 9.79


